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Since the mid-1990s, Luzia Simons has been revisiting the classic genre of floral still life by combining it
with a contemporary technique: the scannogram, a process in which flowers are placed on a scanner to
be captured with breathtaking precision. This method, which she perfected in 1996 with the Stockage
series, places her work in the tradition of Flemish still lifes, particularly those dedicated to tulips, a bulb
that was highly prized in the 17t century after its introduction to Europe.

Freezing the ephemeral

Luzia Simons' compositions explore the ephemeral nature of plants: flowers that are open, in full
bloom, beginning to droop and wilt, captured at that fragile moment when beauty tips over into
disappearance. Scannograms allow beauty to be frozen and the moment to be preserved. Each petal,
each stem, each crease becomes an imprint, a tangible materiality thanks to this technique.

Contrasts

The works unfold as if in a nocturnal garden. The contrast between a deep black background and varied
colors intensifies the presence of the flowers. This dense darkness, and the aluminum support for some
works, reinforce the brilliance of the bouquets.

Brazilian origins and abundance

Born in Brazil, Luzia Simons draws on her Brazilian origins for a particular sensitivity to lush vegetation.
Her bouquets are abundant, marked by strong colors, reinforced by a deep black background. The
bouquets are reminiscent of the jungle, its darkness, and the life of insects that slip among the flowers,
bringing the image to life. This organic, almost wild dimension contrasts with the rigor of the
composition and the precision of the scan.

Brazil-Berlin: a contemporary cabinet of curiosities

The artist constructs a hybrid universe, between personal memory and cultural history. Her Lustgarten
and Jardim series, in particular, function as contemporary cabinets of curiosities. They bring together
fragments of worlds, species, textures, temporalities, and cultural references like so many precious
objects collected and sublimated.

A work between tradition and innovation

By reinventing floral still life through the scannogram, Luzia Simons is connecting with a pictorial
heritage. She revisits a traditional genre while giving it new visual power, where technological precision
meets the poetry of plants. She invites us to contemplate living beauty in its fragility.



« Stockage 162 » - Lightjet print on diasec- 140 x 100 cm




« Lustgarten 06 » - Scannogram printed directly onto aluminium- 45 x 30 cm




« Lustgarten 01 » - Scannogram printed directly onto aluminium - 45 x 30 cm




« Jardim 13» - Scannogram, pigment print on Mitsumata Awagami paper- 127 x 90 cm




« Jardim 05» - Scannogram, pigment print on Mitsumata Awagami paper- 127 x 90 cm




« Stockage 178 » - Lightjet print on diasec - 70 x 50 cm




« Lustgarten 6 » - Scannogram printed directly onto aluminium -45x 32 cm




« Jardim 11» - Scannogram, pigment print on Mitsumata Awagami paper- 127 x 90 cm




« Stockage 184 » - Lightjet print on aludibond- 177x122 cm
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France

B.A.R.O.C.K., Castle Caputh, Schwielowsee, Germany
Nature in Art, MOCAK, Krakow, Poland

2018 : Between Exploration and Revelation, Sanya Museum of
Contemporary Art, Sanya, China (solo)

Biennale De Mains De Maitres, Luxemburg
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2010 : Gabriele Muenter Preis, Martin-Gropius-Bau, Berlin,
Germany

Wild Things, Kunsthallen Brandts, Odense, Denmark
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