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After 25 years at 65 rue de Seine, Galerie Arcturus is embarking on a new era with an
exhibition of Luzia Simons' photographs at 5 rue Jacques Callot, just a stone's throw from
its historic address. The exhibition will run from November 1 to 11, as part of Photodays.

On this occasion, we present a second solo exhibition by this unique artist, whose core
work lies in a deep passion for plants, their intrinsic beauty, their historical and cultural
origins, and their impact in diverse cultures.

This artist is also unique in her highly specific personal scannogram technique. She scans
an entire composition in minute detail, building a realistic, sensitive, imposing work of art
with prodigious definition and a depth of field that the human eye alone cannot
capture. The plants seem to float on a deep, dense black background, adding to the
immateriality and timelessness of the composition.

In this series, “The Garden of Delights”, her Brazilian origins come to the fore, with the
abundant beauty of the jungle, the luxuriance of shapes and colors.
She organizes this vegetation of exotic beauty in a framework of branches as if to civilize
it, summoning up the history of natural history museums and curiosity cabinets. On closer
inspection, a slight disquiet emerges with the appearance of small animals, insects and
reptiles, all factitious, suggesting a secret life, which lends a bewitching, mysterious
beauty to these photographs.
As Luzia Simons puts it, “Nature and poetry mingle, as we know, with dreams and
anxieties”. She brings to it a reference to the beauty, fragility and perhaps finitude of our
world, with delicacy and poetry.

We will also be showing photographs from the “Jardim” series, 2 of which were acquired
by Domaine de Chaumont-sur-Loire. This imaginary exotic garden is at once familiar,
mysterious and artificial, while retaining the exuberance of the Brazilian jungle.

The exhibition will be completed by the “ Blacklist ” series, evoking curiosity cabinets and
polaroids taken in the forest, worked into the material at the moment of the
instantaneous development process and the revelation of the image.

Luzia Simons was born in Brazil in 1953, then came to France to study history and art at
the Sorbonne. She has been shown several times at the Domaine de Chaumont-sur-Loire,
where she has several permanent works. In 2016, she was invited to create a site-specific
installation in the courtyard of the Hôtel de Soubise (Archives nationales de Paris). A large
photograph has recently been acquired by the Musée de la Chasse et de la Nature.

We would be delighted to welcome you by appointment at a time of your choice, to 
provide you with any additional information/materials you may require.  
           
                                                                                           Anne de la Roussière (06 80 16 15 88)
                       
                                                                        Galerie ARCTURUS 

    galerie.arcturus@gmail.com 
www.galeriearcturus.com



« Lustgarden n°2 » - Scanogramme, direct printing on aludibond - 45 x 32 cm 



« Jardim 13 » - Scanogramme, pigment printing on paper Mitsumata Awagami - 127 x 90 
cm 



« Lustgarden n°5» - Scanogramme, direct impression on aludibond - 45 x 32 cm 



« Blacklist n°5» - Scanogramme, pigment printing on Baryta paper 
Harmann Hahnemühle  - 36 x 25,5 cm



« Polaroid n°4» - Scanogramme, pigment printing on Baryta paper 
Harmann Hahnemühle  - 36 x 25,5 cm



LUZIA SIMONS

INSTITUTIONAL EXHIBITIONS (selection)

2021 : Artists’ Conquest, Castle & Park Pillnitz, Dresden, Germany  

Brasilidade Pós-Modernismo, CCBB, Rio de Janeiro & São Paulo, 

Brazil  

Rohkunstbau – Ich bin Natur, Castle Lieberose, 

Lieberose/Spreewald, Germany 

2019 : Stockage, Museum Experimental Gallery at the University of 

Electronic Science and Technology of China, Chengdu, China (solo)

Naturgeschichten, Museum im Kleihues-Bau, Kornwestheim, 

Germany (solo)

Mil Flores, 2019 Art Season, Domaine de Chaumont-sur-Loire, 

France 

B.A.R.O.C.K., Castle Caputh, Schwielowsee, Germany  

Nature in Art, MOCAK, Krakow, Poland  

2018 : Between Exploration and Revelation, Sanya Museum of 

Contemporary Art, Sanya, China (solo)

Biennale De Mains De Maîtres, Luxemburg  

It Smells Like… Flowers & Fragrances, me Collectors Room / 

Stiftung Olbricht, Berlin, Germany  

2017 : Blacklist Video, 2017 Art Season, Domaine de Chaumont-

sur-Loire, France

Curitiba Biennial ’17, Antípodas – Diverso e Reverso, Oscar 

Niemeyer Museum, Curitiba, Brazil  

Schön vergänglich – Blumen in der zeitgenössischen Kunst, 

Kallmann Museum Ismaning, Germany  

2016 : Vanitas Rerum, Cour de Hôtel de Soubises, Archives 

Nationales, Paris, France (solo)

Jardim, 2016 Art Season, Domaine de Chaumont-sur-Loire, France

O útero do mundo, MAM – Museu de Arte Moderna, São Paulo, 

Brazil  

Schnittmengen – Zeitgenössische Kunst und die Überlieferung, 

Museum für Asiatische Kunst, Museen Dahlem, Berlin, Germany  

2014 : Limiares – Joaquim Paiva collection, MAM Rio, Rio de 

Janeiro, Brazil  

Blütezeit, DZ Bank Kunstsammlung, Frankfurt, Germany  

2013 : Segmentos, Pinacoteca do Estado de São Paulo, Brazil (solo)

Fremde Gärten, Kunstverein Bamberg, Germany (solo)

Curitiba Biennial '13, XX, Curitiba, Brazil  

Wenn Wünsche wahr werden, Kunsthalle Emden, Germany  

Flowers and Mushrooms, Museum of Modern Art, Salzburg, 

Austria  

2012 : Beauty | Flowers in Photography, Tokyo Art Museum, Japan  

2011 : Blumen – Zeitgenössische Fotografie, Alfred Ehrhardt 

Stiftung, Berlin, Germany  

Bloemen!, Museum de Buitenplaats, Eelde, The Netherlands  

LEBEN elementar, Festival Fototage Trier 2010 in Berlin, Germany  

2010 : Gabriele Muenter Preis, Martin-Gropius-Bau, Berlin, 

Germany  

Wild Things, Kunsthallen Brandts, Odense, Denmark  

SOLO EXHIBITIONS (selection)

Germany : Galerie Schlichtenmaier (Stuttgart); Galerie 

Andreas Binder (Munich) ; Alexander Ochs Private (Berlin)

Circle Culture (Berlin) ; 

Belgium : Galerie Valérie Bach | La Patinoire Royale, 

(Bruxelles)

Brazil : Bolsa de Arte, Porto Alegre; Galerie Nara Roesler, 

São Paulo;   Carbono, São Paulo

China :  Museum Experimental Gallery, Université de 

science électronique de China, (Chengdu)

Denmark : Galerie Mikael Andersen, (Copenhague) 

United States : The Moving Gallery (Omaha, NE)

France : Galerie Arcturus (Paris)

Switzerland  : Fabian & Claude Walter Galerie (Zurich)

Slovenia : Galerija Fotografija (Ljubljana)

PUBLIC COLLECTIONS  (selection)

Germany : Deutscher Bundestag (Berlin) ; DZ Bank 

Kunstsammlung (Francfort); Kunsthalle Emden ; Graphische 

Sammlung der Staatsgalerie (Stuttgart) ; Kupferstich-

Kabinett der Staatl. Kunstsammlungen (Dresde) ; 

Regierungspräsidium des Landes (Baden-Württemberg) ; 

Graphothek der Stadtbücherei (Stuttgart) ; Artothek 

Fellbach ; Ernst & Young (Stuttgart) ; Deutsche Leasing AG 

(Bad Homburg) ; Sparkasse Werra-Meißner (Eschwege-

Witzenhausen) ; Sparkasse Siegen ; Kreissparkasse 

Euskirchen ; Landesbank Baden–Württemberg ; Deutscher 

Sparkassen Verlag

Brazil : Museu de Arte Sacra (Belém) ; Coleção Joaquim 

Paiva (Rio de Janeiro) ; Pirelli/ Museu de Arte de São Paulo

Cuba : Casa de las Américas (La Havane) ; Centro Wifredo

Lam (La Havane)

Denmark : Ny Carlsbergfondet (Copenhague) ; Dansk 

Bibliotekscenter

France : Fonds National d’Art Contemporain Paris-Ile de 

France ; Fonds Régional d’Art Contemporain, Basse-

Normandie, France ; Artothèque de Caen ; Artothèque de 

Grenoble, Artothèque de Auxerre, Domaine de Chaumont-

sur-Loire, Musée de la chasse et de la nature

United Kingdom : Collection University Colchester (Essex)

BIBLIOGRAPHY (selection)

2021 : Luzia Simons : Traces, Distanz Verlag, Berlin

2016 : Luzia Simons : Installations in situ , Fabian & Claude 

Walter Galerie, Zurich

2012 : Luzia Simons : Luzia Simons , Distanz Verlag, Berlin

2007 : Luzia Simons : Stockage , Künstlerhaus Bethanien 

GmbH, Berlin

2003 : Luzia Simons : Transit , Hatje Cantz Verlag, 

Ostfildern-Ruit

1998 : Luzia Simons (Camera Obscura), Verlag der 

Allerheiligenpresse, Innsbruck ans Fotografie Forum 

international, Frankfurt/Main

Born in Quixada (Brazil) in 1953

1977 - 1981 : Licence d’Histoire, Université Paris VIII Vincennes (France)
     1984 - 1986 : Etudes d’Arts Plastiques, Université Paris I Sorbonne (France)



LIST OF ARTISTS FROM THE GALERIE ARCTURUS

Painters
Arthur AESCHBACHER

Ivan FRANCO
Regina GIMENEZ

Juliette LOSQ
Miguel MACAYA

Lidia MASLLORENS
Alejandro QUINCOCES
Gottfried SALZMANN

Gabriel SCHMITZ

Photographs
Hervé ABBADIE

Alfons ALT
Hervé GLOAGUEN

Tim HALL
Richard KALVAR

Vera MERCER
Marc RIBOUD
Luzia SIMONS
Peter ZUPNIK

Sculptors et Designers
Marta MOREU

Hélène de SAINT LAGER

Guest Artists
Julien DRACH

Didier MASSARD
Arno Rafael MINKKINEN

Didier PAQUIGNON
Tony SOULIE
Nicolas VIAL
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