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The photographic work of Vera Mercer has remained relatively little known

until now.

Born in 1936 in Berlin under the name Vera Mertz, she acquired Swiss

nationality after her marriage in 1958 to Daniel Spoerri, then assistant to

the director at the Landestheater in Darmstadt. That same year, the couple

moved to Paris, where they became part of the artistic avant-garde known as

the “Nouveaux Réalistes”.

In 1970, Vera left Paris with her second husband, Mark Mercer, to settle in

Omaha, in the American Midwest, where she has lived ever since.

In the years that followed, Vera Mercer, trained in modern dance and a self-

taught photographer, portrayed visual artists such as Marcel Duchamp

and Robert Filliou, Niki de Saint-Phalle and Jean Tinguely, as well as Daniel

Spoerri. Mercer’s friendship with the Swiss painter and sculptor Eva Aeppli,

Tinguely’s partner in the early 1960s, led to a systematic documentation of

Aeppli’s work over several decades.

Alongside these portraits, she photographed the old market halls of Paris

shortly before their demolition. It was there that she first encountered a

theme which would quite literally take centre stage in her work, even

decades later. She photographed food – fruit and vegetables, meat and

fish – assembled and arranged in her home studio, and sometimes even

cooked in her own kitchen. Her fascination with food in its purest form

eventually led her to open her own restaurant.

After a long creative pause in the 1970s, she has, since the early 2000s,

captured astonishing neo-baroque still lifes composed of flowers, fruit,

fresh fish or stuffed animals, antique glassware and glowing candles, in

large formats.

In recent years she has developed a passion for platinum prints, which she

produces herself. These are therefore either unique pieces or series of two or

three, each bearing the distinctive mark of her hand.

This exhibition will present mainly platinum prints of mysterious and

timeless beauty, together with a few flamboyant colour prints.
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« Blossom » - platinum print – unique work -  38 x 31 cm 



« Still life with fork » - platinum print – unique work - 40 x 30 cm 



« Leafs » - colour print – edition of 10 – 3 sizes
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